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[No. 49] ROEXDOABRLEHTHHDEL THRHBEBLBZDIFENM,

How wonderful to love the place you come from, I think. But on the other hand, I know the
darker side of Texas history and culture too well to feel only pride. So it’s when I hear the next
story that I feel truly proud of who my grandmother is. It’s a story from the 1940’s when she
and my grandfather ran a small town cafe. One day a group of soldiers come in to eat, and
there’s one African American soldier with them. While everyone else sits in the cafe, he goes
into the back to eat alone at a small table in the kitchen. That was the custom of the time and
nobody challenged it. But my grandmother knew it was wrong, even then. She says she’s
always felt ashamed for not saying to that soldier, “You go on and sit in the cafe with the rest of
them.” Again and again, she speaks of her shame and regret, yet I can only admire my
grandmother, who like many others, was better than the society she lived in.
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(No. 50] ROEXONBELEHTZHDELTRHZHZOITEND,

When it comes to predicting future trends, the travel industry works harder than most. Ask
any travel player what’s going to be hot in the future, and he already knows — or thinks he does.
Why? Because hotels and airports take a long time to build. And if fhe new rooms and seats
are to be filled, someone had better know who might be checking in once construction is
comipleted (*assuming war, terrorism, a bumpy economy or a fuel shortage doesn’t mess it all
up first). The **pundits are already predicting new kinds of travelers, hot new destinations and
fresh attitudes to leisure over the next 10 years.

*assuming : = if

**pundits : EMF5E
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[No. 511 ROEZOWELAHTHHOELTROELEOEENH,

English spelling is unpredictable at the best of times, and occasionally totally chaotic — an
opinion no doubt shared by British schoolchildren and those studying English around the world
alike. However, studies of the language claim that there are only about 400 words in English
whose spelling is wholly irregular. Unfortunately many of them are among the most frequently
used in the language.

The problems with the English spelling system came about as-the language developed over a
period of 1, 000 years. Some complications arose early on, when the Romans tried to write down
Old English using the 23 letter Latin alphabet. Old English contained nearly 40 *vowels and
consonants.

The influence of French after the **Norman Conquest also made an impact on English
spelling. French scribes introduced ‘qu’ where Old English had used ‘cw’ e.g. queen, and ‘gh’
instead of ‘h’ e.g. night, amongst other changes.

The introduction of the printing press in 1476 meant that a standard spelling system began
to emerge. The system reflected the speech of the London area. The pronunciation of vowels
underwent further changes during the 15th century, but because of the advent of the printing
press, spelling never caught up. Previously, scribes would have simply written down a new
spelling fo reflect the new pronunciation. Thus modern spelling in many ways reflects outmoded
pronunciation of words dating back to the Middle Ages.

*vowels and consonants : f+% & FF

**Norman Conquest : IV AICKBA >4 5> RIERR (1066 4)
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[No. 52] ROXDOABREEHTEHHDEL TROBZEURDITENN.

Visitors to the United States are surprised to. learn that although Chicago is America’s
second city it is not the capital of its State, Illinoié. I'm not sure why this is so. New York is
not the capital of the State of New York; that title belongs to Albany.. Los Angels, whose
citizens would dispute Chicago’s right to be called America’s second city, is not the capital of
California; that honor goes to Sacramento. The capital of [llinois is Springfield primarily due to
the efforts of Abraham Lincoln, and that is one of the reasons that Illinois refers to itself as,
“The Land of Lincoln.”

Lincoln was born in Kentucky and spent most of his childhood in Indiana, but it was Illinois
as an adult that he educated himself beyond the basics of reading, writing and arithmetfc;
became a lawyer, and most importantly entered politics. Lincoln’s Illinois hometown was
Decatur, but later he became postmaster of a small town near Springfield called New Salem.
Even today the town is preserved in its frontier status in honor to Lincoln.

Chicago &, U /A MOMBETH D, F7z, LKE-OBEHTHH 5,
Albany ¥, —a2—3—Z7MOMETH 5,
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About 40 percent of primary school students believe the sun revolves around the Earth,
results of a recent survey revealed, indicating a lack of astronomical knowledge among children.

The survey was conducted in February by a group of researchers led by Hidehiko Agata, an
assistant professor belonging to the National Astronomical Observatory of Japan, and surveyed
116 students in fourth and fifth grade at public primary schools in Nagano and Kamifuranocho,
Hokkaido. In the survey, the students were asked to choose the correct answer out of two
options. The results showed 41 percent of those polled chose the option stating the sun revolved
around the Earth.

Between 2001 and 2004, the group carried out another survey targeted at about 500 students
in grades ranging from fourth to sixth at primary schools in Hiroshima, Tokyo’s Mitaka as well
as Nagano and Kamifuranocho. The students were asked to pick the correct answer out of four
choices on two questions:

— “In which direction does the sun set?”

— “Why does the moon change shape everyday?”

The results showed that 71 percent of réspondents correctly chose west to answer the first
question. However, only 49 percent marked the right answer for the second, the shape of the
moon changed due to the its position in relation to the sun as seen from the Earth.

Most of the students chose the option that said the moon moved into the shade of the Earth.
Although the number was small, some students answered that the moon has various shapes.

“The current course of study focuses on observation and experiments of visible phenomena,
but fail to encourage students to think why such phenomena take place,” Agata said.

. BEOFEEICLDE, HEAKBOBAEEZAGEL TWEENSIFEEZA> TVWEDIE, /MEE
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2. 2 BiCfrbn=fElE, BHAZE» S EBESICEEINZ 116 AD/NERBEZEEDEEETRIC
Efashiz,

3. DAETIZ® 2 AICEME N DD e FROBENEMS N, BREOHNEROEMRRIT
EHETFENo Tz,
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(No. 54] EXODREL THRHZUARDIZEND,
1. Not everyone likes advice, but nobody likes being ill of.
EDADEEPEONZEDNSDEFERN,
2. Such customs are not uncommon in Japan.
TOLIBEBEIHETIREZL N,
3. Neither the king nor the people desired war.
ERKODBOULAEFOHBEEELEAR.
4. Theory and practice do not always go together.
Hf LR OIBTLH—HT 505D TidRn,
5. Not all seemed satisfied, but none dared to object.

HARTBRELTNDED T, #EBRMELENDE,

(No. 55] RD55, FTHREO-DOHEBORENEEZHOL L TREOZLUARDIZIEND,
1. I read the newspaper yesterday. | '
Is this red umbrella yours?
2. Would you tell me what you want to dq?
My desk is made of wood.
3. Nice to meet you.
My father cooked meat for us.
4, What is the fare to Tokyo?
We have a fair chance.
5. They are speaking in low voice.

Drivers have to obey the traffic law.
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